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public knew neither the text nor the consequences.8 But
the French President and his Prime Minister embarked
from Dunkirk on the cruiser, France, on July 15, and were
welcomed five days later off Peterhof by Sazonov, Pale-
ologue, and Izvolski, and then by the Tsar. Poincare
and Paleologue in their memoirs have left elaborate and
picturesque accounts of all the ceremonial occasions with
which the three following days were filled, but they say
very little of private conversations which were exchanged.
One of Poincare's aims was to reduce Anglo-Russian
friction over Persia, in order to secure closer cooperation
between the ally and the friend of France,9 and so perhaps
pave the way for a renewal of the negotiations for an
Anglo-Russian Naval Convention; these had been inter-
rupted owing to the rumors of it which had leaked out, and
to Sir Edward Grey's unwillingness to continue negotiations
in secret which he had publicly denied in Parliament.10
But among the main subjects of their discussion were cer-
tainly the strengthening of the bonds of the Franco-Russian
Alliance, as well as of the Triple Entente,11 and especially
s Cf. G. Demartial, UEvangile du Quai d'Orsay (Paris, 1927), p. 11 f,
Demartial has given a most penetrating analysis of the French Yellow
Book, showing how French official telegrams were suppressed and altered
by its editor (M. Berthelot?), to conceal the truth concerning Poincare's
visit and the Russian mobilization measures. His revelations and those
of August Bach and others (c/. KSF, II, 129-152; IV, 879-884; V, 262-5;
1228 f.) make all the more welcome the eventual prospect of a complete and
honest publication of the French diplomatic correspondence during the July
crisis. Such a publication will perhaps clear M. Poincare's reputation of
the suspicions which have been leveled against him at home and abroad.
Cf. R. Gerin et R. Poincare, Les Besponsabilites de la Guerre (Paris, 1930).
9 Poincare, Les Origines de la Guerre, p. 201 f; c/. also B.D., pp. x-xi,
and Nos. 49, 75, 164.
IOC/. Benckendorff, Russian Ambassador in London, to Sazonov,
July 2, 1914; Siebert-Schreiner, p. 733; see also G.P., XXXIX, 612-628.
11 Just before Poincare's'arrival, the Tsar said to the French Ambas-
sador: "There is one question which preoccupies me above everything
else; our Entente with England. We must get her to enter our alli-
ance. ... It is all the more important that we should be able to count
upon the English in case of a crisis;" Paleologue, I, 2f.